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Tuesday, 24 January 2023 
 

Nearly two-thirds of Australians (64%) say January 26 should 

be known as ‘Australia Day’, virtually unchanged on a year ago 

A special Roy Morgan SMS Poll into attitudes towards January 26 shows a clear majority of 64% of 

Australians now say the date should be known as ‘Australia Day’ – virtually unchanged from a year ago. 

This compares to the just over a third, 36% that say it should be called ‘Invasion Day’ according to a 

special Roy Morgan SMS Poll conducted with an Australia-wide cross-section of 1,231 Australians aged 

18+ on the weekend from Friday January 20 to Monday January 23, 2023. 

Over two-thirds of men favour ‘Australia Day’ on January 26, but Women are more evenly split 

There is quite a gender difference on the question with men favouring January 26 being known as ‘Australia 

Day’ rather than ‘Invasion Day’ by a margin of over 2:1 (69% cf. 31%). 

In contrast, Australia’s women are more evenly split with a narrow majority of 58% in favour of January 26 

being known as ‘Australia Day’ compared to 42% saying it should be known as ‘Invasion Day’. 

Support for saying January 26 should be known as ‘Australia Day’ is down slightly on a year ago for both 

genders. 

Australians under 35 continue to favour ‘Invasion Day’ while those over 35 favour ‘Australia Day’ 

The results of this survey are heavily correlated to age with a majority of Australians aged under 35 in favour 

of January 26 being known as ‘Invasion Day’. A majority of 56% of Australians aged under 25 are in favour of 

January 26 being known as ‘Invasion Day’ compared to 44% who say it should be known as ‘Australia Day’. 

There is a very similar result for their slightly older counterparts aged 25-34 with 53% in favour of the day 

being known as ‘Invasion Day’ compared to 47% who say it should be known as ‘Australia Day’. 

Support for January 26 being known as ‘Australia Day’ increases for each successive age group above the 

age of 35. Almost three-fifths of people aged 35-49 are in favour of ‘Australia Day’ (59% cf. 41%) and this 

margin increases substantially for those aged 50-64 (73% cf. 27%) and 65+ (81% cf. 19%). 

Interestingly, the largest shift over the last year has been for younger people aged under 25 with support for 

January 26 being known as ‘Australia Day’ growing significantly by 8% points for this age group. In contrast, 

the largest movement in the other direction has been for people aged 35-49 for whom support for January 26 

being known as ‘Invasion Day’ has increased by 6% points from a year ago. 

ALP & L-NP voters favour ‘Australia Day’ whereas Greens voters increasingly favour ‘Invasion Day’ 

L-NP supporters favour January 26 being known as ‘Australia Day’ rather than ‘Invasion Day’ by a margin 

of almost three-to-one, 74% (down 2% points from a year ago) cf. 26% (up 2% points) - while almost two-

thirds of ALP supporters favour ‘Australia Day’ (63%, down 2% points from a year ago) cf. ‘Invasion Day’ 

(37%, up 2% points). 

In contrast, an increasing majority of Greens supporters are in favour of January 26 being known as 

‘Invasion Day’ (63%, up 7% points from a year ago) rather than ‘Australia Day’ (44%, down 7% points). 

Supporters of Independents and Others, including Pauline Hanson’s One Nation, and Clive Palmer’s 

United Australia Party, are increasingly in favour of January 26 being known as ‘Australia Day’ (80%, up 

12% points) compared to only 20% (down 12% points) that say it should be known as ‘Invasion Day’. 

http://www.roymorgan.com/
http://www.roymorganonlinestore.com/Browse/Australia/Media.aspx
http://www.roymorganonlinestore.com/Browse/Australia/Media.aspx
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Over two-thirds of people in Queensland and Western Australia but only 54% in Victoria are 
in favour of January 26 being known as ‘Australia Day’ 

Over two-thirds of people in both Queensland (69% cf. 31%) and Western Australia (71% cf. 29%) are in 
favour of January 26 being known as ‘Australia Day’ instead of ‘Invasion Day’ – the highest support for 
retaining the holiday as it currently is of any of the six States. 

Support for the existing arrangement is also strong in several States with over three-fifths of people in 
New South Wales (66% cf. 34%), South Australia (66% cf. 34%) and Tasmania (61% cf. 39%) in favour 
of January 26 being known as ‘Australia Day’ instead of ‘Invasion Day’. 

However, in Victoria there is only a narrow majority in favour of January 26 being known as ‘Australia 
Day’ (54%) rather than ‘Invasion Day’ (46%). Support for the date being known as ‘Invasion Day’ has 
increased by 8% points from a year ago – the largest change in any of the six States. 

There is significant divergence between Australia’s Capital Cities and those in Country Regions. A declining 
majority of 59% (down 4% points on a year ago) of people in Capital Cities say January 26 should be 
known as ‘Australia Day’ compared to 41% (up 4% points) opting for ‘Invasion Day’. 

In Country Regions the difference is far starker with well over two-thirds (71%, up 2% points on a year ago) 
saying the day should be known as ‘Australia Day’ compared to 29% (down 2% points) for ‘Invasion Day’. 

Michele Levine CEO Roy Morgan, says support for January 26 remaining as ‘Australia Day’ 
has held largely steady over the last year with the support of 64% of Australians compared to 
36% who are in favour of calling the day ‘Invasion Day’: 

“The issue of Australia Day is once again on people’s minds and similarly to a year ago just under 
two-thirds of Australians (64%) say they support January 26 being known as ‘Australia Day’ 
compared to 36% who say the day should be known as ‘Invasion Day’. 

“There is strong support for continuing to regard January 26 as ‘Australia Day’ amongst men (71% in 
favour), people aged 65+ (81%) and 50-64 (73%), people in Country Regions (71%) and in the states 
of Western Australia (71%) and Queensland (69%). 

“Of the major party voters it is unsurprisingly L-NP supporters (74% in favour) who are the strongest 
proponents of leaving Australia Day as it is but almost two-thirds of ALP supporters (63%) also 
support January 26 remaining as ‘Australia Day’. 

“There is softer support for retaining January 26 as ‘Australia Day’ amongst women (58% in favour), 
people in Capital Cities (59%), people aged 35-49 (59%) and especially people in Victoria who are 
almost split down the middle on the issue (54% in favour of ‘Australia Day’ and 46% who say it 
should be known as ‘Invasion Day’). 

“However, there are several key demographic groups who disagree and say January 26 should be 
known as ‘Invasion Day’ led by younger Australians aged under 25 (56% in favour of ‘Invasion Day’), 
people aged 25-34 (53%) and almost two-thirds of Greens supporters (63%). 

“The issue has taken on added importance this year with the Albanese Government’s stated 
commitment to a referendum on ‘The Voice to Parliament’ set to be held later this year. There are 
even protest marches organised for Australia Day this year against the proposed referendum question 
by indigenous activists who say there should be a Treaty before there is a ‘Voice to Parliament’. 

“A special Roy Morgan SMS Poll on the proposed ‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait Voice to Parliament’ 
taken in mid-December shows a narrow majority of 53% of Australians in favour of ‘The Voice’, just 
under a third, 30%, against and 17% undecided. It’s a complicated and contentious issue. 

“It is worth remembering when considering this issue that Australia Day has only been celebrated 
nation-wide on January 26 for less than 30 years. As recently as 1994 the Australia Day public 
holiday was taken on Monday January 31 – the first Monday after January 26. 

“The outcome of the ‘Voice to Parliament’ referendum is likely to play a key role in discussions 
surrounding Australia Day and whether it remains on January 26 in the years ahead.” 

This special Roy Morgan Snap SMS survey was conducted with an Australia-wide cross-section of 1,231 
Australians aged 18+ on the weekend of Friday January 20 – Monday January 23, 2023. Of those 
surveyed 4% of respondents suggested neither or something else for the day. 

For further comment or more information contact: 

Michele Levine 0411 129 093 or Gary Morgan 0411 129 094 or email askroymorgan@roymorgan.com. 

https://www.roymorgan.com/findings/53-of-australians-would-vote-yes-to-establish-an-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-voice-to-parliament
mailto:askroymorgan@roymorgan.com
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Australians surveyed were asked about their view of Australia Day: 

● Question 1: “On January 26, 1788, Captain Arthur Phillip landed at Sydney Cove. In your opinion should 
January 26 be known as Australia Day or Invasion Day?” Australia Day 64% (down 1% point from a year 
ago) cf. Invasion Day 36% (up 1% point). 

● Question 2: “And why do you say that?” 

 
Question 1: 

On January 26, 1788, Captain Arthur Phillip landed at Sydney Cove. In your opinion should 
January 26 be known as Australian Day or Invasion Day? 

By Gender & Age 

 Jan. 25, 
2021 

Jan. 24, 
2022 

Jan. 20-23, 
2022 

Gender Age 

 Men Women Under 25 25-34 35-49 50-64 65+ 

 % % % % % % % % % % 

Australia Day 59 65 64 69 58 44 47 59 73 81 

Invasion Day 41 35 36 31 42 56 53 41 27 19 

TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

 

On January 26, 1788, Captain Arthur Phillip landed at Sydney Cove. In your opinion should 
January 26 be known as Australian Day or Invasion Day? 

By States & City/Country 

  Areas States 

 
Australians 

18+ 
Capital 
Cities 

Country 
Regions 

NSW VIC QLD WA SA TAS# 

 % % % % % % % % % 

Australia Day 64 59 71 66 54 69 71 61 66 

Invasion Day 36 41 29 34 46 31 29 39 34 

TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

#Sample sizes with fewer than 50 respondents should be treated with caution. 

 

On January 26, 1788, Captain Arthur Phillip landed at Sydney Cove. In your opinion should 
January 26 be known as Australian Day or Invasion Day? 

By Party Vote (Federal) 

 
Electors 

Party Vote 

 L-NP ALP Greens Ind./Others Can’t say 

 % % % % % % 

Australia Day 65 74 63 37 80 63 

Invasion Day 35 26 37 63 20 37 

TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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About Roy Morgan 

Roy Morgan is Australia’s largest independent Australian research company, with offices in each state, as 

well as in the U.S. and U.K. A full-service research organisation, Roy Morgan has over 80 years’ experience 

collecting objective, independent information on consumers. 

Margin of Error 

The margin of error to be allowed for in any estimate depends mainly on the number of interviews on which 

it is based. Margin of error gives indications of the likely range within which estimates would be 95% likely 

to fall, expressed as the number of percentage points above or below the actual estimate. Allowance for 

design effects (such as stratification and weighting) should be made as appropriate. 

Sample Size Percentage Estimate 

 40%-60% 25% or 75% 10% or 90% 5% or 95% 

1,000 ±3.0 ±2.7 ±1.9 ±1.3 

 


