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6 MAY 1940
Casey to Jokn MeEwen, Minister for External Affairs
R
An important phenomenon has arisen in America in the last year
ar &0, in the shape of regearches into the state of public opinion ¢n
subjects of the dayw. [ ... |

D¢ Gallup®™ {American Institute of Public Opinion’) conducts e bed
Enown of sech "Polly and the perigdical Forfipee angther. They have
their gwn methgds of taking what purport 1o be properdy weighted
samples of opinion througheout the country Tattach examples of the
results as they are puldished in the Pres cach wesk, When ! lirst arrived
here I was somewhat naterally inclined te discount the importance &nd
retizbillty of such “polls'—princlzally by reasen of the fact that the
Sarnple’ of opinion was only 8 very small traction of the population
Hewrewver, [ camse $0 find that the 'Gallup Poll’ and the "Fortune Poll were
very widely accepted ag being true reflections of A metican public
opinion, based largely on the fact that they had been proved right,
within small Bmils, by subsoquent publle wore at many elections.

The results of the Gallup Poll’ are syndicated throughout the
counry—in over one hundred newspapers and are taken seriguzsly by
Ly ma_'rl:lrii_]' Dfpﬂup]l:.

1 am still rather critical about their acouracy but whether chey are
accurate or rof, [ think there ks litile dount but (hat they creabs opinion
s el | as .ul!r['mpl b recird o, 'ﬂ'm'.].'an-: wiatched VETY rln::['l:,r b}'
members of Congress and it has been alleged against them that they
prevent free deliberation on Congress, partieularly as in many cases
they cover particular states or citics, 1 lnnched with Mr Gallup in Mew
York He fells me that he has an organization in England, whch ke
operates in conjunction with the Duily Chromicle newspaper, When the
war started he was on the point of starting up in France.

O Gallup tells me Crat Tae Iias been In commumication with Sir Keith
Murdech® with regard to the sstting up of the ‘Cadup Poll’
arganization in Australia—and T understood Rim o say that Sie Keith
Murdoch iz shortly sending one of his officers to America for training
in the method of conducting such polls of public apinion.

Many consbderationg spring & ones mind i conneclion with (less
"Polls, The form in which the questions are asked is clearly mosi
important &nd then again, the questions asked st be questlons about
subjects on which the peneral public have macde up their mind. While 2
subject is being "bandied about] public opinion may swingwiddy. | ... ]



Wy reccson for writing you on this subject is that these polls bave
kecome of very considerakle public tinterest and importance in this
ermpnirp—anad they mny well spread 1o other countries.

FEXAMPLES OF PUBLISHED RESULTE OF "GALLUDP POLLS
PRESTOENTIAL ELECTION
(Rezults published — 14 April 12409

¥ Bresicent Roosevelt ruos for a thind term on the Democratic ticket
w ﬁma:nr{ﬂ. rﬂ11rr| "-".'ln-dmhl!rg"" an the HI:T.ﬂ_II:IIjGﬂr'I tickat, which
e would you prefer?

ROOSEVELT 23%
YANDEMBERD 47%
HCopdell Hull rens for President on the Democratic ticket

paiest fenator Yandenberg on the Republican ticket, which one
rerild yoea profer?

CORDELL HULL 58%
VAWDEWNBERG 42% [ ... |

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
{Results published - 13 March 19400}

What party woubd you like 1o see win the Presidential election

this pear?
Wew Yook State Volers;

Want Democrats fowin 3%
YWhant Republicans to win 47%

[Endar palls are being conducted in all States and progress ‘scores’
are peperted from Lime Lo time).

ATTITUDE TO WAR
{Results published - 28 April 1949)

TGOAY DECEMBER
Yobers saytog LS should Rght Germany 3T% 15%
Yoters appased to godng to war with Germany 963 96,5

1



