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Since November 19, 1834, when Edward Henty (aged 24 years) arrived at Portland Bay, there have been 

three major political events which have shaped the State of Victoria to make it what it is today: 

 

1. Separation of the Port Phillip District (Victoria) from New South Wales – July 1, 1851 – the 

Separation Association (formed June 4, 1840) was strongly opposed to convict labour and convict 

settlement, and English military administration from Sydney, 

 

2. The Eureka uprising in the Victorian goldfields, December 3, 1854, and  subsequent ‘Not Guilty’ 

verdicts involving the Melbourne legal establishment many of whom had been vocal supporters of the 

Separation of Victoria and opposed to the oppressive English military administration, and 

 

3. Federation of Australia, January 1, 1901 – making it possible for Australian’s democracy which is 

today run from Canberra – Australia’s greatest self-made disaster. (I first went public on the issue of 

Canberra as the Federal Capital on March 3, 1998 at The Melbourne Convention - Federation: into the 

Future in my paper: The Asian Crisis means we need major change for Australia - if not, we need 

to destroy the Federal System of Government as we now know it - and start again! 

http://www.roymorgan.com/news/papers/1998/19980601 - I am pleased former Prime Minister Paul 

Keating now agrees with me – it took him a while, however better late than never!) 

 

On November 11, 1850, the news reached Melbourne by way of Adelaide, that the UK Imperial Parliament 

on August 1, 1850 had passed an Act which constituted that the Port Phillip District (Victoria) would be a 

free province from the Colony of New South Wales. During the days that followed there was much 

celebration. 

 

We are here today to celebrate Friday, November 15, 1850, a public holiday. On that day Charles La Trobe, 

Superintendent of the Port Phillip District, commemorated the advent of separation after a Grand Separation 

Procession which included the opening of Princes Bridge. (The Princes Bridge Foundation Stone was laid 

March 25, 1846.) 

 

The Separation Procession began in front of the Government Offices in William Street (now the Law 

Courts) and proceeded over the new Princes Bridge to the area we are at today in the Botanic Gardens near 

the present Government House. (See Exhibit 36b) 

 

Garryowen (Edmund Finn, from July 1841 to 1851 a journalist for George Cavenagh’s Port Phillip 

Herald), See Page 916, says: “The procession and the crowd jammed the streets numbered about fifteen 

thousand persons – an immense aggregation for the period.” 

 

There were “banners, emblems and regalia” representing many different interest groups. Garryowen 

maintains the “greatest novelty of the occasion” was a printing press (belonging to the Port Phillip Herald) 

mounted on a “huge wagon” drawn by eight horses for Melbourne’s printers. Included was a platform as 

standing room for John Pascoe Fawkner “the father of Port Phillipian Press” (Port Phillip Patriot), 

William Clarke and Samuel Goode (Goode published The Melbourne Courier and Albion). (See Page 8, 

my 2008 La Trobe Lecture.) 
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On Page 2 of this oration is the November 19, 1850 front page of The Melbourne Morning Herald and 

General Daily Advertiser prepared by John Pascoe Fawkner – ‘Boon of the Separation of the Province of 

Victoria from the Colony of New South Wales’ – only 15 years after Melbourne was founded by Fawkner’s 

party. 

 

I am sure there are today many Victorian families with ‘colourful and interesting’ 19th Century Australian 

histories like mine – full of excitement, fear and sadness. My family had no direct involvement in the 

Separation of Victoria but they were directly involved in Victoria’s 19th Century publishing and printing 

business (newspapers, periodicals, journals and magazines) during the periods from ‘Separation to Eureka, 

Federation and later’. (William H. Williams (1831-1910) in 1853 with Henry Hough & George Heath 

founded The Diggers Advocate, see ‘Inside front cover, Item iv’, also see Pages 69-74 & Appendix 1a, 1b & 

2 of my 2008 La Trobe Lecture. Alfred H. Massina (1834-1917) printer and publisher see ‘Item 42, Page 

20’, also see Pages 75-79 & 89-91 my 2008 La Trobe Lecture.) 

 

However, the family of my wife, Genevieve Morgan (nee Edwards) was involved from when: 
 

1) Port Philip District was in 1803 first settled at Sullivan Bay by 

Col. David Collins when her 4x great grandfather Robert Hay (born 

Kirkmichael Perthshire, Scotland, March 31, 1774–1839) arrived as 

a convict before in 1804 being transferred to Sullivan’s Cove (today 

Hobart). John Pascoe Fawkner was aged 10 years, son of John 

(convict) & Hannah Fawkner (née Pascoe), also arrived at Sullivan 

Bay on October 9, 1803; then 12 years later on Nov. 20, 1815 John 

Fawkner Snr. witnessed Robert Hay’s marriage to Maria Hopper 

Heazlwood, 

 

2) “Early in the year 1835 Mr Fawkner…organized a party, 

consisting of Messers. Lancey, Robert Hay, Marr, George Evens, and 

Samuel and William Jackson for the purpose of forming and 

expedition to colonise Port Phillip...”.1 On July 27, John Pascoe 

Fawkner’s party put to sea from George Town. Details of Fawkner’a 

party was first published by his request in The Digger’s Advocate, 

No.1, Oct. 28, 1853, published and printed by The Herald for Heath, 

Hough & Williams.2 (Marr was Robert Hay Marr, b.1803, 

Peebleshire, Scotland, married Margaret Marshall in Launceston, 1825.  

It is not known if Robert Hay is a relation of Robert Hay Marr.), and 

 

3) Separation of Victoria. Genevieve Morgan’s 3x great grandmother 

was May Anne Condell (1797-1844, changed from Cundell, Leith 

Scottish brewing family), arrived Hobart 1820 with sister Margaret 

Jamison (nee Cundell). Their first cousin Henry Condell (1797-

1871) (See Page v of my 2008 La Trobe Lecture) who arrived in 

Hobart Town 1822 then Melbourne 1839. He was a brewer and 

active in the Separation of Victoria and elected Melbourne’s first 

Mayor December 9, 1842 standing down in November 1844. From 

June 1, 1843 to February 1, 1844 Henry Condell was Melbourne’s 

first elected representative to the NSW Legislative Council (NSW 

Upper House).3 

 

On May 29, 1835 the 15 tons Rebecca with John Batman’s party anchored in Port Phillip Bay by Indented 

Head (near St Leonards). With John Batman were members of the Port Phillip Association (a 

representative body of 15 squatters and businessmen from Van Diemen’s Land4, see members listed page 

10), three servants and seven Sydney Aborigines. John Batman maintains in his Journal (diary) that on June 

6, 1835 he and his party met with the local Aboriginal people, eight aboriginal chiefs among them, not far 

from the site of Melbourne and purchased land (“about 600,000 acres more or less”) under a treaty he then 

made with them.4   

Portia Morgan and Genevieve Morgan 

3x great granddaughter of 

Mary Ann Condell, cousin of 

Henry Condell (1797-1871), both from 

a Leith, Scottish, brewing family. 
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John Batman’s  also claims in his ‘diary’ on June 8, 1835 members of his Port Phillip Association came 

across the Yarra Yarra falls and fresh water. (Today the location of Melbourne’s Custom’s 

House/Immigration Museum.) 

On June 9, 1935 John Batman left Indented Head leaving eight of 

his party to remain at Indented Head and returned to Launceston 

arriving June 12, 1835.  

 

In August 1835, members of John Batman’s Port Phillip 

Association returned to Port Phillip and settled near the Heads of 

Port Phillip Bay at Indented Head.   

 

On November 9, 1835 John Batman, Dr Barry Cotter and others, 

plus 500 sheep for members of the Port Phillip Association, 

arrived in Hobson’s Bay on the Norval. 

 

It was not until Aug. 21, 1835 that members of John Pascoe 

Fawkner’s party in the Enterprise ‘found’ the Yarra Yarra falls 

location. On the Aug. 28, 1835 the Enterprise was moored to the 

trees which grew on the river banks (See Exhibit 1). Most of the 

party departed Sept. 5, 1835 except George Evans, his servant 

and Fawkner’s servants stayed. (Details on members of John 

Pascoe Fawkner’s party was first published, by his request, in 

No.1, Oct.28, 1853, The Diggers Advocate published and printed 

by The Herald for Heath, Hough & Williams.)
5
 

 

Shortly after Fawkner’s party arrived at Yarra Yarra  falls  

members of the Port Phillip Association arrived in the same area 

on the Yarra Yarra, maintaining that John Batman in June, 1835, representing the Port Phillip Association, 

had purchased the land from the local aborigines – “about 600,000 acres more or less”. 

 

“Wedge (John Helder) reported this troubling turn of events to Batman after his party landed there (in the 

same area on the Yarra) shortly afterwards. Fearful that the Association would lose the land they had 

allegedly purchased to Fawkner’s party, he was more apprehensive that conflict between the two would 

prompt the NSW government to interfere and dispossess both.” (The Settlement of John Batman in Port 

Phillip. From his own Journal. Joint proprietor and printer W. H. Williams, joint proprietor and publisher 

George Slater)6. 

 

On Oct. 10, 1835 John Pascoe Fawkner revisited Sullivan Bay in the Enterprise before the Enterprise on 

Oct. 11 anchored in Hobson’s Bay; just clear of the channel to the Yarra Yarra falls where Fawkner’s party 

arrived on Aug. 21, 1835. 

 

In late April, 1836, John Batman brought his wife, seven daughters and servants to Port Phillip on the 

Caledonia and established the ‘homestead’ of his first sheep station on the site which became St James 

Church. John Batman died on May 6, 1839 aged 39 years. (John Batman’s only son, John Charles, was 

born in the Yarra village on November 5, 1836. On January 11, 1845 he drowned playing in the Yarra Falls 

– where the present Queen’s Bridge is situated.) 

 

Before John Batman died the Melbourne Club was founded (November 1838) by prominent Port Phillip 

District citizens (many of Irish, including Anglo Irish, and Scottish descent) who started  seriously 

questioning the ‘heavy handed’ NSW Colonial Government which was dominated by the English military. It 

was these dynamic men, many young, who began in earnest the Separation of the Port Phillip District from 

New South Wales. 

 

On May 24, 1839 the newly formed Melbourne Club (some members were either members of the Port 

Phillip Association or closely associated with the Port Phillip Association) agreed to lease Fawkner’s 
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Shakspere Hotel for 5 years from June 1, 1839. The ‘amicable’ 

relationship between the Melbourne Club/Port Phillip Association and 

John Pascoe Fawkner didn’t last long and finally came to a head in 

June 1841 when there was a very public dispute between members of 

the Melbourne Club and John Pascoe Fawkner. (See Page 11, Note 2 

and see Page 12, Note 3 of my 2008 La Trobe Lecture)  

 

However both sides and Melbourne’s newspaper publishers and 

printers (John Pascoe Fawkner, George Cavenagh, George Arden, 

William Kerr, and Samuel Goode – See Page 8, of my 2008 La Trobe 

Lecture) were from Batman’s death and for more than 10 years united 

in their drive for the Separation of the Port Phillip District from 

New South Wales. (See Possession: Batman’s Treaty and the Matter 

of History, Page 65) 

 

The first Separation Meeting was held in Scott’s School, Eastern 

Hill on May 13, 1840.  Presiding was Major George Mercer, a Scot 

and member of the Port Phillip Association.  Of the 197 speakers, 14 at 

the time were members of the Melbourne Club. 

 

On June 4, 1840 the Separation Association was formed, only five 

years after Melbourne was first settled in 1835. 

 

Mr Henry Fysche Gisborne, a public servant and member of the Melbourne Club, then prepared the ‘First 

Petition to the Imperial Parliament’ which in due course was forwarded to London. (In 1841 Gisborne left 

the Colony and died at sea aged 26 years.) 

 

While today most immigrants arrive in Australia by aeroplane, the recent publicity on ‘boat people’ should 

remind Australians that before the 1970s migration to Australia was by sea, and during the 19th Century it 

was a long and perilous trip with many lives lost at sea – ‘boat people’ dying at sea or being lost at sea is not 

new to Australia! (Two members of my family were lost at sea, Captain Nathaniel Florance on the ‘Rover’ 

near Batemans Bay, 1841 and Captain James Florance8 on the ‘Brisbane’, wrecked near Jervis Bay, 1832.) 

 

The Separation Association appointed three Committees (See Garryowen, (Edmond Finn), Page 907): 

 

(1). To obtain signatures to the Petition, and to solicit subscriptions in aid of the objects set forth, viz, 

Jonathan Binns Were, Andrew Muirson M‛Rae and Redmond Barry, Esqs. 

 

(2). London committee to promote the views of the Petitioners with Her Majesty’s Ministers, the 

Imperial Parliament, and the British public: – Messrs. J.S. Brownrigg, M.P., R.H. Browne, – Donaldson, 

Henry Fysche Gisborne, A. A. Gower, – Little, William and Thomas Walker, Robert Brooks, J.B 

Montefiore, David Dunbar, W. H. Yaldwyn, Henry Buckle, Arthur Willis, John Hylder Wedge, Sir John Rae 

Reid, Major Mercer and Captain Bannister. 

 

(3). Permanent Colonial Committee to communicate with the Committee in England, and to keep the 

inhabitants of Australia Felix advised of its proceedings: – Rev. James Clow, Messrs. C. H. Ebden, A. F. 

Mollison, W. Verner, J. B. Were, A. M. M‛Crae and W. Kerr. 

 

PARLIAMENTARY AGENT: – John Richardson, Esq., Fludyer Street, Westminister. SECETARY: – Mr 

William Kerr. (1840 editor Port Phillip Herald, 1841–1845 editor rival Patriot, 1845 for a few months 

editor of The Melbourne Weekly Courier, 1846−47 founder, joint owner and publisher of The Argus.)   

The first public Separation Meeting was held December 30, 1840 in Mr Isaac Hind’s store in Flinders 

Lane near Queen St (Chaired by William Verner, Melbourne Club’s first President, 1840). Other separation 

advocates present were some members of the Port Phillip Association, Edward Curr (Prominent Irish Roman 

Catholic who contested and lost, Melbourne’s first election for Mayor, 1842.), Henry Condell (later 
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Melbourne’s first Mayor) and as mentioned many members of the Melbourne Club including: Major George 

Mercer (Separation Association first President, 1840.), Redmond Barry (Melbourne Club Secretary 1841, 

President 1844, 1846 & 1858.), Dr James Palmer (Third Melbourne Mayor, 1845-1846.), A Bolden 

(Melbourne Club Vice President, 1840/41.), Henry Fysche Gisborne, Dr Farquhar McCrae, Niel Black, 

William Foster Stawell, George Cavenagh, Dr W. D. Bernard, A. F. Mollison and others.(See Page 12, Note 

3 of my 2008 La Trobe Lecture)  

 

Garryowen (Edmond Finn) points out on Page 907 that from 1840 little was done for four years: 

“Little, however, was effected for the next four years, except that the continued injustice suffered under the 

Government of New South Wales pressed as an incubus, of which everyone was tired and were longing to 

shake off.” (Garryowen, Page 907) 

 

Most of the Port Phillip District early settlers were squatters with sheep and some cattle. By March 1841 the 

population of Melbourne, Geelong and surrounds had grown to only 4,479 – 2,676 males and 1,803 females. 

In 10 years (1851) Victoria had separated from New South Wales and the population had increased at a 

significant rate to 97,489; however the squatters, while significant contributors to the economy and 

politically important, were very much a minority by numbers.  

 

By 1844, apart from the squatters, most settlers involved in the Port Phillip District commerce and trade 

were strongly opposed to accepting convicts. Despite this the British Home Government wanted to still 

‘foist a semi-diluted felony upon the district, in the form of conditionally pardoned convicts from the penal 

depôts in England’. (Garryowen, Page 908).  In addition Garryowen (Page 907) ‘explains’ that by 1844 the 

English dominated administration in Sydney had imposed property taxes in and about Melbourne which 

caused great concern.  

 

As a consequence an important Separation Meeting was held on March 22, 1844 at the Royal Hotel, 
where Mr Archibald Cunninghame, Barrister and member of the Melbourne Club, declared: “that it was 

more than time that this fair province should have a Government and Governor of its own, with a 

Legislature empowered to frame laws suited to the circumstances of a free colony adapted to the exigencies 

of her own position, aiding in the development of her vast resources, and in spreading population over these 

fertile plains, which have given to this portion of Australia the envied appellation of ‘Felix’.  Till separation 

be obtained we can, at best, but float like a dismasted and deserted hulk on the surface of the water, without 

captain to direct, without sails to impel, without helmsman to guide us, floating, more or less easily, as the 

waters may be smooth or troubled, but in either case, alike aimless and objectless. Separation will be to us at 

once, captain and helmsman, wind and sail.” 

 

The meeting passed a resolution affirming: “That total Separation from the Middle District (of New South 

Wales) is an indispensable pre-requisite to the just or beneficial working of any scheme of taxation, which 

has for its object the improvement of this district.” 

 

Garryowen records on April 16, 1844; “a District Legislative Nomination was fixed for holding of an 

important meeting to advance the Separation Cause”.  The Chair was taken by the Mayor (Henry 

Condell), Edward Curr submitted a “remarkably able and convincing Report” and several “effective” 

speeches were delivered by Edward Curr and Dr James F Palmer.  “A resolution was also affirmed, 

inaugurating a Society for attaining the Financial, Political, and Territorial Separation of Port Phillip from 

the Middle and Northern Districts of New South Wales.” (Garryowen Pages 907 & 908) 

 

On November 28, 1845 “the most successful public meeting yet mooted was convened on requisition” 

by Dr James Palmer who from November 1845-1846 was Melbourne’s third Mayor. 

 

The speakers were the Chairman (Mayor, Dr James Palmer), Messrs. Edward Curr, John Leslie Foster, 

William Foster Stawell, E.J. Brewster, Thomas Willis, J.A. Marsden, W. M. Bell, William Kerr, J.P. 

Fawkner, Niel Black and Dr. P. M‛Arthur. The principal resolution was nominating Archibald 

Cunninghame, Esq., a Delegate to represent the interests of the people of the province of London. Messrs. 

Edward Curr, Thomas Wills, and William Westgarth were charged with the duty of instructing the Delegate, 
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and to be the authorised instrument of communication with him in London. It was estimated that ₤1000 

would be a sufficient sum to raise by subscription.  

 

Garryowen (Page 908) records the occasion as follows: 

 

“To petition Parliament against pledging the Crown Lands of the district jointly with those of the Sydney 

district in security for a loan for immigration purposes; and to consider the propriety of appointing an agent 

to proceed to England to oppose the project and to advance generally the Cause of Separation.” 

 

“Prior to the departure of the Delegate (January 5, 1846), he (Archibald Cunninghame) was entertained at a 

public breakfast in the Royal Hotel, with Mr E. Curr in the Chair. On the termination of the matinée, Mr 

Cunninghame was escorted to the wharf, thence to the steamer ‘Vesta’, by which he travelled to Geelong, 

whence he sailed for England”. (Garryowen, Page 908) Unfortunately Archibald Cunninghame did not 

express the views of those he had returned to England to represent and was consequently openly “denounced 

as a traitor”, he did not return to Australia although his brother and several of his five sisters came to Port 

Phillip and stayed in Australia. 

 

In 1846 Dr Palmer as Mayor, prepared a paper thought to have been written too “plainly”; for the Governor 

(Sir G. Gipps) returned it with a “cutting memo”: 

 

“His Excellency has yet to learn that because a gentleman had by fortuitous circumstances been made Mayor 

of Melbourne for one year, he was to insult the person of the Queen’s Representative.” (Garryowen, Page 

909) 

 

It was not until 1848, that it was ascertained that the Separation of Port Phillip was seriously contemplated 

by the British Home Government, but the precise form in which the constitutional changes were to be 

effected was not acceptable.  Delay was interposed, and in 1849, after the Separation Bill had been 

introduced in the House of Commons, it was withdrawn. 

 

An “indignation meeting” was then held on November 26, 1849 in the Melbourne Mechanics’ Institute, the 

Mayor (Dr Greeves) in the Chair. 

 

“Resolutions of an uncompromising character were passed, unmincing in language, declaring that though 

intensely loyal, it was not possible to brook further delay, and adopting Petitions to the Queen and the 

Imperial Parliament.  The speakers were Messrs. John Leslie Foster, Henry Moor, William Hull, Thos, 

M’Combie, J.P. Fawkner, C.H. Ebden, George Annand, William Kerr, John Stephen, David Young and 

Captain Cole.” (Garryowen, Page 909) 

 

On July 5, 1850 amendments to the Australian Colonies’ Bill were made in the House of Lords, and 

agreed to in the Commons on August 1, 1850 to only await the Queen’s signature to become the law of 

the land.  “The long-oppressed, long-buffetted Port Phillip is at length an Independent Colony, gifted with 

the Royal name of Victoria, and endowed with a flourishing revenue and almost inexhaustible resources; let 

all classes of colonists then not lose a moment in their hour of triumph in celebrating the important epoch in 

a suitable manner, and observing one General Jubilee….The Royal Assent to the Separation Bill was 

deemed a matter of form, and it was afterwards ascertained that this final ceremony was performed 

on the 5
th

 of September 1850.” (Garryowen, Page 910) 

 

On July 1, 1851 Victoria became a Colony of the United Kingdom. It was more than eleven years since the 

first Separation Meeting of May 13, 1840 with Major George Mercer (Member of the Port Phillip 

Association) presiding followed by the June 4, 1840 meeting and formation of the Separation Association. 

Redmond Barry was involved in both meetings while on June 4, 1840 William Kerr, Editor of George 

Cavenagh’s Port Phillip Herald was made Secretary of the Separation Association. 

 

Many of those involved in the Separation of Victoria from the early 1840s were members of the Melbourne 

Club and after July 1, 1851 members of Victoria’s first Government or members of Victoria’s legal 

establishment. They included Redmond Barry, appointed Victoria’s first Solicitor General, a position he 
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held briefly before January 1852, when aged 38, he was appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court of 

Victoria, John Leslie Foster, born 1818, from July 20, 1852 Colonial Secretary to Victoria’s first 

Government and appointed Administrator of Victoria from May 6, 1854 to June 1854, and his cousin 

William Foster Stawell, born 1815, in 1851 appointed Attorney General in the first Legislative Council by 

Lieutenant-Governor Charles La Trobe.  (In September 1853 Foster was appointed to the committee to draft 

a new constitution for Victoria. He and Stawell dominated the committee and the Constitution – 

acknowledged as skillfully framed for its democratic features more than its conservatism.) 

 

Redmond Barry, John Leslie Foster and William Foster Stawell all attended Trinity College, Dublin; as did 

Peter Lalor, born 1827, leader of the Eureka uprising.  

 

Separation Association supporters and Melbourne Club members – Redmond Barry, John Leslie Foster, 

William Foster Stawell and George Cavenagh (Irish Protestant proprietor of The Melbourne Morning 

Herald and financial backer of The Diggers Advocate – Friends I Shelter Foes I Crush, first published 

October 28, 1853. In February 24, 1854 it became The Gold Diggers’ Advocate and Commercial 

Advertiser, published by George Black with contributions from H. R. Nicholls and support from John 

Pascoe Fawkner and Ebenezer Syme – both publications were the “voice of the gold diggers”.), and George 

Black and Peter Lalor were consequently  involved in the December 3, 1854 Eureka uprising in the 

Ballarat goldfields and the subsequent Eureka Trials
9
 with ‘Not Guilty’ verdicts – all Eureka prisoners 

free and Victoria ‘saved’. I will cover this period of Victoria’s history in my next Lecture! 

Gary Morgan. 
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NOTES: 

 

1. “Early in the year 1835 Mr. Fawkner conceived the idea of establishing a colony in the promising country 

he had so early visited. To this end he organised a party, consisting of Messrs. Lancey, Robert Hay, Marr, 

George Evens, and Samuel and William Jackson, for the purpose of forming and expedition to colonise Port 

Phillip.” The Hon. John Pascoe Fawkner, M.L.C. Our Portrait Gallery, The Illustrated Journal of 

Australasia, joint proprietor and printer W. H. Williams, joint proprietor and publisher George Slater, 

April 1857. 

 

2. “On the 27
th 

 (July), the “Enterprise” put to sea from George Town, the port of clearance, having on board 

Messrs. Wm. Jackson, Geo. Evens, Robert Hay Moor (Marr), Captain John Lancey, and John Pascoe 

Fawkner. Mr. G. Evans took over one servant, and J. P. Fawkner put on board James Gilbert, blacksmith, 

and his wife Mary, Charles Wise, ploughman, and Thomas Morgan, general servant.” First published The 

Digger’s Advocate, No.1, Oct.28, 1853, published and printed by The Herald for Heath, Hough & 

Williams. James Bonwick republished, Discovery and Settlement of Port Philip; being A History of the 

Colony now called Victoria,1856 reported from Up to the arrival of Mr Superintendent LaTrobe, in October, 

1839, Melbourne, 1856. 

 

3. Henry Condell arrived in Van Dieman’s Land in 1822 departing for Melbourne in 1839. His life was not 

always ‘smooth sailing’. In Van Dieman’s Land he was critical of officials’ stealing Government property 

and brewers adulterating their beer. Henry Condell was involved in several court cases including being 

charged with manslaughter (which was subsequently changed to assault and dropped). Henry Condell with 

wife, Marion, and only son, William Vallange (b. 1827), left Van Dieman’s Land in 1839 for Melbourne 

where he established a successful brewery in Little Bourke Street and in 1842 was elected Melbourne’s first 

Mayor. In 1840 Henry Condell’s daughter Jane Eliza (1822-1904) arrived in Hobart Town.  Henry Condell, 

wife and son spent about 30 years in Australia however they had no known contact with their daughter Jane 

Eliza who in 1844 married Thomas Brooks (1810-1894) a convict pardoned in 1845. By 1846 the Brooks 

family had moved to Mortlake, Vic. where they brought up their 11 children and Jane Eliza’s first son, 

John Brooks (1841-1915). Henry Condell was a “rich man” when he left Melbourne in 1853 with his wife 

on the P. & O. Bombay for England (which nearly sank with its passengers and their gold). After Henry 

Condell died in England in 1871 his son, William Vallange, gave the City of Melbourne a portrait of Henry 

Condell and the clock for the Town Hall Tower which still operates today (See ‘back cover’). 

 

4. The Port Phillip Association Members: 
Henry Arthur, Thomas Bannister, John Batman, John Thomas Collicott, Michael Connolly, Anthony 

Cotterell, Joseph Tice Gellibrand, George Mercer, John and William Robertson, William George Sams, 

James Simpson, John Sinclair, Charles Swanston and John Helder Wedge. 

 

5.  Information on the ‘Fawkner’s party’ was also covered by:  
 

1) The Hon. Thomas McCombie, The History of the Colony of Victoria, The Illustrated Journal of 

Australasia and Monthly Magazine. Joint proprietor and printer W. H. Williams, joint proprietor and 

publisher George Slater, Sept. 1857.  

 

“The party who embarked on board the Enterprise consisted of Messrs. J. P. Fawkner, William Jackson, 

George Evans, Robert Hay, Man (Marr), and John Lancy. Mr. Fawkner also took on board, James Gilbert, 
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blacksmith, with his wife, Mary; and two servants, named Charles Wise and Thomas Morgan. The Ship went 

to sea on the 27th July, with a fair wind, which unfortunately changed before many hours, and the vessel was 

detained within sight of land. Mr Fawkner was attacked with sea sickness, and under the necessity of 

returning by George Town to Launceston.” 

 

2) James Fenton, A History of Tasmania – From its Discovery in 1642 to the Present Time – first 

published 1884, reported from of The Digger’s Advocate, No.1, Oct.28, 1853. 

“The members of Fawkner’s association were, himself, Robert Hay, George Evans and his man Marr, Evan 

Evans, and William Jackson. Fawkner also took over a ploughman, shoemaker, and blacksmiths with a wife. 

A friend, Captain Lancey, also accompanied him. This little party, intent on founding a new colony, sailed 

out of the Tamar Heads on 28
th

 July; but the weather was stormy, and after beating about for two days and 

nights, the vessel put back to George Town. Fawkner’s health gave way, and he was unable to proceed with 

the vessel: he gave instructions, however, to his associates, and to Captain Lancey, who took charge of the 

expedition. The Enterprise put into Western Port on her voyage, entered Port Phillip on August 15
th

, and 

proceeded up to the Yarra river. On the 28
th

 she was moored to the trees which grew on the banks of the 

river, where the great city of Melbourne now stands.” 

 

6. John Batman’s Journal: 

Extracts from John Batman’s own Journal are available from the La Trobe State Library. 

“The Settlement of John Batman in Port Phillip from his own Journal” 

http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/vicpamphlets/inter/204093.shtm The extracts were first published in 1856 by 

George Slater and printed by William (W.H.) Williams, my great grandfather.  In 1855 and 1856 George 

Slater and William Williams also published as Slater, Williams and Hobson, 94 Bourke Street East, 

Melbourne. (See Pages 69-74 of my 2008 La Trobe Lecture) 

 

7.  Speakers at first Separation Meeting, Scott’s School, Eastern Hill, May 13, 1840: 
The 19 speakers were Major George Mercer, Messrs. H.F. Gisborne, A.M. M‛Crea, C.H. Ebden, James 

Montgomery, Arthur Kemmis, Arthur Hogue, J.D.L. Campbell, P.W., Welsh, A. Bolden, Redmond Barry, 

J.C Riddell, W. Verner, T. Arnold, W. Meek, W. Ryrie, R. H. Browne, Dr. M‛Crae, and Dr. Greeves. 

 

8. Florance Family in Australia: 

In 1850, my great great grandfather, Dr William Florance, first arrived in Melbourne after visiting Sydney 

as the ’Troy’ ship’s doctor, while a few years earlier two other members of the Florance family were ship 

captains and lost at sea off the New South Wales coast. 

 

William Florance’s cousin, Thomas Florance, arrived in Van Diemen’s Land in 1817 and today is 

remembered for surveying under John Oxley the south coast of New South Wales in late 1827 and 1828 on 

the 13-tonne Wasp from Jervis Bay to Moruya (225 km from Victoria’s border) – he recorded in his diary 

some perilous incidents at sea. Accompanying Thomas Florance were two ‘free’ seamen, another surveyor 

(Abbott) and a crew of convicts.  Florance survived his ‘assignments’ south but after disagreeing with 

Major Thomas Mitchell resigned as a Government surveyor and left New South Wales for New Zealand in 

October 1834 – before Major Mitchell had found the Henty brothers at Portland Bay and Melbourne had 

been established! 

 

9. During the Eureka trials Butler Cole Aspinall, a radical Liverpool barrister, acted gratuitously for 

Eureka prisoners charged with treason, he was instrumental in their acquittal. In 1854, before Eureka, 

Aspinall was Editor of The Melbourne Morning Herald.  In 1856 he was elected to the new Legislative 

Assembly (seat Talbot) and soon afterwards became a member of the Melbourne Club. In 1856 Peter Lalor 

was also elected to the new Legislative Assembly. 
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Chairman, The Roy Morgan Research Centre Pty Ltd. 

www.roymorgan.com 

 

Membership and Affiliations  

Fellow, The Marketing Association of Australia and New Zealand, 

Member, American Marketing Association,  

Member, European Society for Opinion and Market Research,      

Member, World Association of Public Opinion Research,  

Executive Chairman, Roy Morgan Research Ltd, Australia’s leading  

             International Marketing Research and Information Company. 

        

Directorships  

Roy Morgan Research Ltd, Roy Morgan International Limited (incorporated in USA), Roy Morgan New 

Zealand Ltd, Roy Morgan International Limited (incorporated in UK), PT Roy Morgan Research, Indonesia, 

Elazac Pty. Ltd., Elazac Mining Pty. Ltd., Haoma Mining NL, Kitchener Mining NL. 

 

 

 

 

Roy Edward Morgan, ACA (1908 – 1985): 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roy_Morgan_Research 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/morgan-roy-edward-15763 

(Some of Murray Goot’s biography on my father is ‘fake news’, 

particularly ‘why’ in 1973 my father and I ‘left’ The Herald and 

Weekly Times Ltd. The Board and Management were initially annoyed 

from the time I began measuring Australia-wide readership of 

newspapers and magazines, Gary Morgan) 

 

In 1941 Roy Morgan founded the Australian Gallup Poll, (today Roy 

Morgan Poll) for The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd (Sir Keith 

Murdoch) and other Australian newspapers. 

 

Prior to this Roy Morgan was a freelance ‘Financial writer’ for The 

Argus then The Herald, and General Manager, The Stock Exchange of 

Melbourne. 

 

In 1959 he founded The Roy Morgan Research Centre Pty Ltd Australia’s leading consumer and business 

marketing research company; today Roy Morgan Research Ltd. 

 

In 1959 Roy Morgan was elected as a City of Melbourne Councillor (1959 to 1974), after standing as a 

‘Progressive Independent’. He was a Member and Chairman (1973-74) of the council’s Civic Group and 

chaired the Town Planning Committee who were involved in negotiations that led to the development of the 

City Square (south of the Town Hall).  

 

Membership and Affiliations 

Founding Member, Public Relations Institute of Australia (1949), 

Founding Member & Life Member, Market Research Society of Australia (1955),  

Founding Member, International Association of Public Opinion Institutes (Gallup International),  

Member of the sponsoring committee that founded, American Association for Public Opinion Research & 

         the World Association for Public Opinion Research (WAPOR), 

First ‘overseas corresponding’ Member, European Society for Opinion and Market Research (ESOMAR).    

http://www.roymorgan.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roy_Morgan_Research
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/morgan-roy-edward-15763

