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Tuesday, 14 July 2020 

 

NSW ski resorts the main game in town as Victorian border closes 

For Australians (outside Victoria) wanting to enjoy some skiing this year the NSW ski resorts of 
Thredbo, Perisher/Smiggins and smaller resorts in the NSW Snowy Mountains are the only game in 
town with travel to Victoria closed until at least late August. 

The latest Roy Morgan data shows 322,000 Australians plan on visiting one of the NSW Snowfields in the 
next two years. Over three-quarters of these prospective skiers and snowboarders (249,000) are from 
NSW/ACT including 180,000 from Sydney and a further 69,000 from Country NSW/ACT. 

There are a further 60,000 Australians from the rest of Australia (Queensland, WA, SA, NT or Tasmania) 
who plan on visiting one of the NSW Snowfields in the next two years. NSW borders remain open to 
residents of all these locations although the return home might require a period of quarantine. 

The Victorian border closure will not have a big impact on the NSW ski resorts as only 13,000 potential 
skiers and snowboarders from the southern State plan on visiting one of the NSW ski resorts. Most 
Victorians prefer one of the local resorts. 

Australians planning to visit NSW ski resorts by location 

 
Source: Roy Morgan Single Source (Australia), April 2019 – March 2020, n=378. Base: Australians aged 14+ 

 who say they regularly or occasionally go skiing or snowboarding. 

 

Victorian lockdown closes two resorts, but Mt. Buller remains open 

The renewed outbreak of COVID-19 in Melbourne has led to the re-implementation of Stage 3 lockdown 
restrictions across metropolitan Melbourne and has already seen two of Victoria’s leading ski resorts, Falls 
Creek and Mt. Hotham, announce immediate six week closures of their ski lifts until late August. 

The independently owned Mt. Buller ski resort is still open for business but the latest Roy Morgan data 
shows Victorian ski resorts, such as Mt. Buller, rely heavily on Melburnians. Of the 163,000 Victorians 
planning to visit a local ski resort in the next two years 134,000 (82%) are from locked down Melbourne and 
only 29,000 (18%) are from the still open Country Victoria. 

http://www.roymorgan.com/
http://www.roymorganonlinestore.com/Browse/Australia/Media.aspx
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Michele Levine, CEO Roy Morgan, says the renewed outbreak of COVID19 in Victoria has 
dashed the hopes of Victorian ski resorts but further north in NSW the resorts are open 
and ready for business:  

“Australian ski resorts have spent months hoping Australians were able to ‘flatten the curve’ of 
COVID19. For NSW resorts this wish has been granted with minimal rates of community 
transmission in the State for many weeks allowing the Thredbo and Perisher/Smiggins resorts to 
open for visitors from all parts of Australia apart from Victoria. 

“The latest Roy Morgan data shows the southern border closure will not have a big impact on visits 
to the NSW resorts – only 13,000 Victorians say they planned to visit NSW ski resorts during the 
next two years. Of the 322,000 Australians who do plan to visit a NSW ski resort over three-
quarters are in NSW/ACT including 180,000 in Sydney and 69,000 in regional NSW or the ACT. 

“Unfortunately for the Victorian resorts it is set to be a long winter with Mt. Hotham and Falls Creek 
– both owned by US ski resort operator Vail Resorts – announcing they are closing their ski lifts 
until late August. 

“The rival Mt. Buller resort announced on Friday afternoon that it would remain open for business. 
However, the lockdown of the Melbourne metropolitan area means only Victorians in rural and 
regional areas are allowed to visit Mt. Buller. The latest In-depth Roy Morgan data on Victorian 
skiers and snowboarders shows over 80% of those planning to visit the ski fields reside in 
metropolitan Melbourne and fewer than 20%, or about 29,000, are in Country Victoria.” 

Click here to view our Roy Morgan profiles of Australians going skiing or snowboarding on 
their last holiday. 

Click here to view our range of Holiday Destination Preference Profiles - including profiles of 
Australians who would like to take a holiday at various Australian regional destinations 
including Sydney, Melbourne, or at the Snowy Mountains, Victorian High Country and many 
other regional and overseas destinations. 

For comments or more information about Roy Morgan’s holiday destination data contact: 

Roy Morgan Enquiries 
Office:  +61 (3) 9224 5309 

askroymorgan@roymorgan.com 
 

About Roy Morgan 

Roy Morgan is the largest independent Australian research company, with offices in each state of 
Australia, as well as in the United States and the United Kingdom. A full service research organisation 
specialising in omnibus and syndicated data, Roy Morgan has over 75 years’ experience in collecting 
objective, independent information on consumers. 

 

Margin of Error 

The margin of error to be allowed for in any estimate depends mainly on the number of interviews on 
which it is based. Margin of error gives indications of the likely range within which estimates would be 
95% likely to fall, expressed as the number of percentage points above or below the actual estimate. 
Allowance for design effects (such as stratification and weighting) should be made as appropriate. 

Sample Size Percentage Estimate 

 40%-60% 25% or 75% 10% or 90% 5% or 95% 

5,000 ±1.4 ±1.2 ±0.8 ±0.6 

10,000 ±1.0 ±0.9 ±0.6 ±0.4 

50,000 ±0.4 ±0.4 ±0.3 ±0.2 
 

https://store.roymorgan.com/product/Holiday-Snow-Skier-and-Snowboarder-Profile-378
https://store.roymorgan.com/product/Holiday-Snow-Skier-and-Snowboarder-Profile-378
https://store.roymorgan.com/products/australia/travel-and-leisure/destinations
https://store.roymorgan.com/product/Sydney-Holiday-Intender-Profile-8980
https://store.roymorgan.com/product/Melbourne-Holiday-Intender-Profile-8995
https://store.roymorgan.com/product/Snowy-Mountains-Holiday-Intender-Profile-8982
https://store.roymorgan.com/product/Victoria's-High-Country-Holiday-Intender-Profile-9000
mailto:askroymorgan@roymorgan.com

